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FM AMEMBASSY TANANARIVE 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 5924 

SECRET TANANARIVE 0052 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: XGDS-1 

TAGS: TSPA, PFOR, MA, US 

SUBJECT: NASA STATION NEGOTIATIONS 

REF: TANANARIVE 0037 

1. MINISTER TERRITORIAL DEVELOPMENT GENERAL ANDRIAMAHAZO TOOK 
ME ASIDE BRIEFLY AT CEREMONY OPENING 1974 SESSION OF SUPREME 
COURT JANUARY 15 TO URGE THAT, IF U.S. UNABLE COME UP WITH 
SATISFACTORY MONEY OFFER ON RENTAL ISSUE, WE PUT FORTH 
COMBINATION OFFER OF EQUIPMENT AND MONEY. I TOLD HIM WE HAD 
RECOMMENDED SUCH COMBINATION TO WASHINGTON (BUT FAR BELOW LEVELS 
ORIGINAL MALAGASY PROPOSAL), AND AWAIT INSTRUCTIONS FOR 
NEGOTIATING SESSION JANUARY 17 (TANANARIVE 0045). HE APPEARED 
PLEASED. 

2. DURING BRIEF TALK. HE RAPIDLY REITERATED MAIN POINTS HE HAD 
MADE IN OUR JANUARY 9 TALK: (A) THERE ARE THOSE TRYING USE 
NEGOTIATIONS FORCE US OUT OF MADAGASCAR AND (B) TAKE NO STEP 
WHICH WOULD LEAD TO BREAK IN NEGOTIATIONS. 

3. HE NOTED FOREIGN MINISTER RATSIRAKA NOW ABROAD, INFERRING 
THAT NOW IT IS TIME PROCEED WITH NEGOTIATIONS. WE PLAN IN 
NEGOTIATING SESSION JANUARY 17 TO PROPOSE NEXT NEGOTIATING 
SESSION TAKE PLACE TUESDAY, JANUARY 22, IN ORDER TRY GET BEFORE 
RATSIRAKA RETURNS MALAGASY REACTION TO NEW OFFER WE HOPE 
WASHINGTON AUTHORIZES US MAKE. NOBODY HERE SEEMS KNOW JUST 
WHEN RATSIRAKA WILL BE BACK. 
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